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Summary 


U.S. coal production in the week ended July 31, 1993, 
as estimated by the Energy Information Administration 
from raikoad car loadings, totaled 17 million short 
tons. This was 6 percent lower than in the previous 
week, and 10 percent lower than in the comparable 
week in 1992. 

Production east of the Mississippi River totaled 10 mil- 
lion short tons, and production west of the Mississippi 
River totaled 6 million short tons. 


Weekly railroad carloadings for July were about 8 per- 
cent lower than in July 1992. This was possibly due to 
scheduling problems as a result of the floods in the 
Midwest. 


The United Mine Workers of America (UMWA) con- 
tinued their strike of selected mining operations owned 
by members of the Bituminous Coal Operators^ Asso- 
ciation. 


Figure 1. Coal Production 



Table 2. Weekly U.S. Coal Production by Region and State 

{Thousand Short Tons) 


Region and Slate 


Week Ended 


07/31/93 

07/24/93 

08/01/92 

Bituminous Coai^ and Lignite 

East of the Mississippi 

10,448 

10,858 

10,914 

Alabama 

421 

462 

437 

Illinois 

694 

737 

1,034 

Indiana 

670 

672 

599 

Kentucky 

2,944 

3,194 

3,253 

Kentucky, Eastern 

2,131 

2,265 

2,254 

Kentucky, Western 

813 

930 

999 

Maryland 

63 

67 

45 

Ohio 

867 

836 

540 

Pennsylvania Bituminous 

1,335 

1,216 

1,130 

Tennessee 

34 

36 

55 

Virginia 

828 

898 

834 

West Virginia 

2,594 

2,739 

2,988 

West of the Mississippi 

6,155 

6,774 

7,670 

Alaska 

29 

31 

22 

Arizona 

203 

215 

234 

Arkansas 

*€ 

A 

1 

California 

- 

- 

2 

Colorado 

396 

413 

344 

Iowa 

4 

4 

6 

Kansas 

5 

5 

5 

Louisiana 

48 

63 

87 

Missouri 

16 

17 

56 

Montana 

499 

565 

826 

New Mexico 

589 

517 

407 

North Dakota 

445 

503 

578 

Oklahoma 

29 

40 

49 

Texas 

901 

955 

1,113 

Utah 

355 

373 

277 

Washington 

82 

87 

100 

Wyoming 

2,552 

2,987 

3,566 

Bituminous CoaP and Lignite Total 

16,603 

17,632 

18,585 

Pennsylvania Anthracite 

139 

128 

66 

U.S- Total 

16,742 

17,760 

18,651 


“I Includes subbitumlnous coal. 

* Less than 0,5 thousand short tons. 

Notes: AJI data are preliminary. Total may not equal sum of components because of independent rounding. 

Sources: Association of American Railroads, Transportation Division, Weekly Statement CS-54A; Energy Information Administration, 
Form ElA-6. “Coal Distribution Report"; Form EIA-7A “Coal Production Report"; and State mining agency coal production reports. 


Distribution Category UC-950 Released for Printing August 6, 1993 

This report was prepared by the Energy Information Administration, the independent statistical and analytical agenc 
within the U.S. Department of Energy. The information contained herein should not be construed as advocating ^ 
reflecting any policy of the U.S. Department of Energy or of any other organization. 


Contacts 

This publication was prepared by Mary Lilly under the direction of Mary K. Pauli, Team Leader, Coal 
Data Systems, and Noel C. Balthasar, Chief, Coal and Uranium Data Systems Branch. Questions on energy 
statistics should be directed to the National Energy Information Center (NEIC) at 2021586-8800. 
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Table 3. U.S, Coal Production by Region and State, July 1993 

(Thousand Short Tons) 
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Methodology 

Weekly Data 

Estimates of national weekly coal production are 
based on weekly carload data collected by the 
Association of American Railroads (AAR) from its 
members (Class I Railroads) and certain other 
railroads. EIA calculates the average number of tons 
per carload for each railroad's coal car fleet from 
information obtained from the most recent Quarterly 
Freight Commodity Statistics filed by Class I Railroads 
with the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) and 
from data made available by individual railroads. The 
average number of tons per carload is then multiplied 
by the number of cars loaded to obtain an estimate of 
weekly production shipped by AAR railroads. 

Next, the weekly coal production estimate for a 
specific week is obtained by dividing the AAR rail 
tonnage for the week by a factor representing the 
proportion of quarterly AAR rail shipments to total 
quarterly coal production. Because this is done on a 
weekly basis, and prior to completion of current 
quarterly statistics, the factor is derived using ICC 
data on tons per carload and total carloadings and 
from EIA data on total production for the same 
quarter of the previous year. Figures for the same 
quarter of the year are used in order to reflect 
seasonal variation. In some cases, the ratio of rail 
tonnage to total production is adjusted to take 
additional, more current information into 
consideration, such as rail or coal strikes. 

Once the U.S. weekly coal production estimate is 
determined, this total is split into two subtotals - the 
portion representing States, with little or no rail coal 
shipments, and the portion representing the remaining 
States, where a significant f)ercentage of production is 
shipped by rail. The States with little or no railroad 
coal shipments are Alaska, Arizona, California, 
Georgia (when producing), Iowa, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Texas, and Washington. With the exception of 
California and Louisiana, the weekly production data 
for each "nonrail" State are developed by multiplying 
the estimate of U.S. weekly coal production by the 
ratio of projected production, for each State to U.S. 
total projected production, for the current quarter. 
The methodology used to project State coal production 
is given in the EIA publication Model Documentation of 
the Short-Term Coal Analysis System (DOE/EIA-0394). 
The EIA contacts the two producers in Louisiana and 


the sole producer in California to develop weekly coal 
production estimates for those States. 

Estimates for the remaining States are in aggregate 
equal to the U.S. weekly coal production minus the 
estimated production from the nonrail States. 
Estimates for "rail States" are based on the AAR 
carload data compiled by State of origin, including 
separate estimates for the anthracite and bituminous 
coal regions in Pennsylvania, eastern and western 
Kentucky and northern and southern West Virginia. 

Each railroad is contacted at least annually for 
information concerning the distribution (by state of 
origin) of its railroad carloadings of coal. These 
distribution percentages are multiplied by the 
railroad's weekly loadings and ICC derived tonnage 
per carload figures to derive the weekly tonnages 
loaded by State and by railroad. The tonnages 
loaded by the various railroads are then summed by 
each State to estimate total production shipped by 
AAR rail for that State. These tonnages are divided 
by the most recent ratio of annual AAR rail tonnage 
to total annual production for each State. The 
resulting weekly coal production estimates for the rail 
States are then adjusted to ensure that each State's 
production figure contributes proportionately to the 
weekly coal production estimate previously derived in 
aggregate for the rail States. 


Monthly Data 

Preliminary estimates of monthly coal production by 
State are obtained by summing weekly coal 
production estimates published in the Weekly Coal 
Production report. If a week extends into a new 
month, the production is allocated by day, and the 
days are added to the month in which they occur. For 
weeks without holidays, the allocation is Monday 
through Friday, 18.4 percent each day; Saturday, 8 
percent; and Sunday, 0 percent. For weeks with a 
holiday occurring on a day other than Sunday, the 
allocation is Sunday and the holiday, 0 percent; and 
any other day, 20 percent. 

Preliminary weekly and monthly production estimates 
are revised quarterly when quarterly production data, 
become available. Preliminary weekly and monthly 
estimates are proportionately adjusted to conform to 

the quarterly production figure. 



Quarterly Data 

Estimates of quarterly coal production are based on 
data collected quarterly on Form EIA-6, with certain 
adjustments. The national estimate of quarterly coal 
production is set equal to the quarterly U.S. coal 
production total as reported on the Form EIA-6. 
Based on 1988 through 1991 data, the coal production 
estimation error for a quarter at the national level (i.e., 
the difference between the sum of the weekly 
estimates for a quarter and the quarterly EIA-6 
preliminaiy data) ranges from 1 percent to 4 percent 
for 1988, 1 percent to 2 percent for 1989, 0.3 percent to 
3 percent for 1990, and 0.2 percent to 2 percent for 
1991. 

The quarterly production data, although published 
throughout the year, are considered preliminary until 
EIA annual production data are finalized in September 
of the following year. At that time quarterly 
production data are revised (proportionately adjusted) 
to conform to the final annual production figures. 


Finalizing Annual Production 

Preliminary total annual U.S. coal production, as 
reported in the Weekly Coal Production report in the 
first week in January of the following year, is the sum 


of revised monthly/ quarterly estimates of production 
for the first 9 months (first three quarters) and a 
preliminary estimate of fourth quarter production 
derived from weekly estimates. 


When production data for the fourth quarter of the 
year become available from Form EIA-6 in March of 
the following year, the preliminary fourth-quarter U.S. 
total production figure and corresponding State-level 
figures may or may not be revised, depending on the 
size of the difference between the estimates and 
fourth-quarter data. As a general practice, EIA does 
not revise the initial annual production estimates 
(determined initially in January of the following year). 
Weekly, monthly, and quarterly State and national 
production data are adjusted to conform to finalized 
annual production figures derived from Form EIA-7A, 
in September of the following year. 


Based on 1988 through 1991 data, the revision error 
for a quarter at the national level (i.e., the difference 
between the EIA-6 preliminaiy data and the EIA-7A 
final data) ranges from 0.02 percent to 0.08 percent for 
1988, 0.09 percent to 0.14 percent for 1989, and 0.01 
percent to 0.05 percent for 1990, and 0.18 percent to 
0.20 percent for 1991. Usually the EIA-7A coal 
production data are higher than the EIA-6 coal 
production data, due to differences in the threshold 
reporting requirements. 



Electronic Publishing System (EPUB) 
User Instructions 


EPUB is an «l(*r.tioni< -.yMMiii by iluj Lniirgy Information Administration of the U.S. Department of Energy 

EPUB allows tfm onnui.il pul.lu ,«> . nM, ;,..|t»::HKi (iunrgy data from many of ElA's statistical reports The system is 

a menu drivon. bnllotm bnatct tvt«- ■ y-t.-ni witti tmlin*, tmlp capahilitios that can be accessed free of charge 24 hours a day 

by using a terminal or I'l with .m tmaunn, (1 injB will brr taken down briefly at midnight for backup.) 

CONFIGURING YOUR f»C SOf fWAH! 

PC users must pieviik' tlm t. ,lli i*inu Iiif. irtti.iti.iii I.i . ommimication!; softwaro in order to successfully access the EPUB system. 
Consult youi eommiuHt .nun: . ■ .itiA.i-.- it'i l.n miorm.ttiori on how to correctly configure your software. 

Communicatieii;. 

baudratf :wi i-i-'. 

data BITS fi 
STOP BITS 1 
parity NONI 
DUPLEX tun 

terminal TYl'l Afi'. ihf . >-!, 

access phone NUMHi H 

Onoti Nfiw! rianfigyriKl you can .access EPUB by dialing (202)586-2557. 

USING EPUB 

When a conniHiiuft m»iy Imcl fftai iNi menu'dnven instructions and the online help 

capabitofS ^ I if mvcltid. ltmHlxlllnslVl^ln1o^ma^ion may be found i^ EPUB 

U$$mGM0 mhnh i\ .u.viihv f inifi m fftMii 

National Ewiriif itiit’jHtuiiHwt < i i h 
Energy Intoimiiiioft *■» 

Forrtsti’ii 8ii»lclifi|| h turn 
Washtrigiori DC 
(2021 m 8if» 

TitommyriicliWfih it,*? 

hMnng imptfiffiHi 
(202) SKI III 

Hours 1 00 *1 m Ip S |) lima ^ 

EPUBASSISmid’ 

Fiy oonifTiytW'^alMifrt. pt »♦ i 00 i m 10 Sl^p.m ewterntime, M 

For gwistem i a? I tHJil fi 3 ^M 3 #fe iUM |202| SW WOO. a » m io S 00 0 ,m 

F^. 

EPlIi lowvidtf inlmmmi^n, nt •• iii* 

M«ing fttii igm f 7m m ww 

Ww 7^ m nmm 

W$mf $$0m§ m%W§m 

i&ippl’y im 9 m # 1 9 m 

f^Mmm WifAtifftf 1101111111^ m% ww # m fmm 

MmiMp {.mUimi m ^ m 

WmHf C«al 14^ w m at iQg p i« 

Ce#i m mf% # 9m 

Pmm ^ iti ^ ^ 

9 m ^ ^ 

9imTmm imf§p m 

iiHr I f> tomif 9%rm^ ^ii m ^ ' 



